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SCRIPT: from interview with John Bok at his Beacon Hill home, January 17, 2006, interviewed and selected by Mike Spock, videography by Carol Yourman, animation by Crispin Wood? &/or Andy Merriell? [later to be edited into YouTube movie]; KEYWORDS: Jamaica Plain, downtown, suburbs, Lexington, different cultures, public transit, parking.

John Bok pp 1-2 The decision to move downtown from Jamaica Plain I think when we started thinking about a new location for the one out in the suburbs, that was the decision to move from Jamaica Plain area was, in my mind at least, driven by the fact that [in the Museum Wharf Story as a call-out] downtown is where people are, and Jamaica Plain is where people aren’t, I mean, the kind of people that we wanted, and that we would have a much greater access not only to children, because everybody knows where the downtown is and nobody knows where Jamaica Plain is, and we would have a much greater access to people who were interested in what we were doing.  When we did a project and we needed to have somebody who was a real good structural engineering, he was more likely to be accessible to downtown than he was going to be accessible out in Jamaica Plain.  And so it just seemed like a good thing to do.  And it also, at least in my mind, said that we were important enough to warrant taking a major downtown thing.  And I think that’s an important thing to do, because the reason why people build big buildings is to say, “This is something you’d better think about and you’d better pay attention to because this is goddamned big thing.”  And we had to be as big as we could be without being grandiose.  Because with kids you don’t want to be grandiose.  So I think that was part of the plan, I mean, was to try to get it so that it felt like for the people that were going to use it, the kids that were going to use it, and the people that were going to come to the museum to talk to the kids and you and all of us, and be able to work there, and that it would be more accessible for all of those people than any other location that we looked.  And so that made it clear that we were not going to be an out in the suburbs thing.  And I think that’s a wise thing, because when you get far enough out in the suburbs you’re into a whole different culture.  And it’s very hard, then, to make people believe that you’re really for everybody if you’re sitting in the middle of Lexington or somewhere.  And I think that that, you can say better than I, but I think that location has turned out to be a very good one.  And it doesn’t mean we couldn’t find probably another one close by with the same kind of things, but I think it’s important to have a place that people can get to by public transit that has some parking and that has some, people know where it is, [include image of MBTA radial map showing JP and Museum Wharf] you know, this whole series of things, so that when you have a meeting people don’t have to spend most of their time figuring out where the hell is this place.  And I think it’s worked for us.
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